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Committee Meetings

General Meeting

Monday 1700 hrs
12th September
10th October
14th November
12th December

20th November 2022
10.30 am
Sausage sizzle and
fellowship after.
(COVID situation permitting)

Secretary:
April Herbert.…….........0439 883 777
Treasurer:
Glenn Law....................0427 442 504

Committee:

FRIDAY BBQ NIGHTS

Norm Chant.......................9923 1602
Karl Edwards…………..0417 952 916
Phill Morgan……...........0437 422 341

* BAR HOURS

Bar Manager:
Paul Nevill....................0427 418 003

Thursday 1100 -1400
Friday 1700 - late
Sunday 1200 -1500

Public Relations Officer:
Ken Morris....................0427 010 548
Welfare Officer:
Glenn Law.....................0427 442 504
Membership Officer:
Mike Marsh ...................0458 806 311
Warden
Ross Davies..................0458 299 892
Member RSLWA Board of Directors
Ken Morris ….................0427 010 548

Birdwood Military Museum
President
Barry Stinson ………..... 0408 222 653
Secretary
Mark Gilligan..........................9938 1911
Treasurer
Mike Marsh ....................0458 806 311

September 9th & 23rd
October 7th & 21st
November 4th & 18th
December 2nd & 16th
Theme meals on alternate Fridays
see bar notice for details

* PLEASE NOTE: It is at the discretion of the Bar person on
duty at the time if s/he remains open beyond the nominated
closing times.

Dates to Remember
1st November - Melbourne Cup Lunch
4th November Poppy Day
11th November Remembrance Day
th
13 November Pilgrimage to the War Cemetery
November 19th - HMAS Sydney ll Commemoration Service

Contributions for Spring Bugle 2022 can be emailed to Bugle Editor
kennethmorris@bigpond.com or dropped into the RSL at Birdwood
House. Deadline for Summer Bugle is 25th November 2022. No
submissions can be accepted after that date.
Earlier makes it easier for me to get the Bugle assembled and
circulated on time if you are able to do that. Publication will be 1 st
December 2022.
Items generally should not exceed 400 words if there are to be
pictures inserted; up to 500 words without picture(s) should be fine.
Happy to discuss as required. . -Ed

Birdwood Bugle Spring 2022

President’s Report
The Sub-Branch Committee has continued to meet on a monthly basis to oversee the ongoing day to day
management of the Geraldton RSL; as such they are responsible for ensuring the committee is operating in
accordance with RSL National, State and Sub-Branch constitutional responsibilities, as well as ensuring we
remain financially viable and practice good governance at all times.
As such, I rely on each and every member of the Committee to bring to the monthly meetings any issues and
matters of concern that they observe or have drawn to their attention by the membership. They have been
elected to manage the Sub-Branch in the interests of all members, so please ensure you keep them fully
informed of your needs and support them at all times. Today’s meeting will no doubt see a few changes to
the faces of the committee; therefore I look forward to welcoming the newcomers and sincerely thanking
those who are leaving.
As you are no doubt aware this is my last year of my two year term as your President since my election for a
second term at the 2021 AGM.
Please note it is my intention to stand down from the role at the 2023 AGM, when I will have completed 4
years in the position.
Whilst I will not sever my ties completely, I am looking forward to spending more time with Birdwood
Military Museum and the management of the RSL’s collection of memorabilia.
The Soldier Sailors & Airman’s Memorial Trust Geraldton, the owner of Birdwood House, meets on a needs
basis to ensure the building is maintained to an acceptable status and to ensure the life of the building is
extended into the future. As administrators of trust, the City of Greater Geraldton has undertaken to assist
financially with repairs & maintenance. And has requested we update them on works completed during the
last year and to prioritise a listing of works required in the future. More on that, at today’s meeting.
Last year I reported our greatest need for the Sub-Branch moving into the future is our ability to ensure we
have a greater number of suitably qualified Bar Managers.
This situation has not changed other than it’s another year on, our volunteer Bar and Kitchen stalwarts 1
year older and more tired.
This is currently placing great strain on our existing volunteers who continue to unselfishly ensure our
facilities are available to members.
The Sub-Branch is only as good as the member’s willingness to get involved in the running of the
organisation, please contact the office should you wish to assist in this matter.
At the risk of repeating myself again I extend on behalf of your management committee, my sincere thanks
to all our volunteers who unselfishly offer their service to keep this Sub-Branch running they are easily
recognised as they are the ones behind the bar, in the kitchen, mowing the lawns, sorting the empties
returns and the myriad other tasks:, please show them your appreciation by thanking them for their
efforts whenever you see them hard at work on your behalf.
I look forward to working with our new committee elected today, for the remainder of my term as President
Barry Stinson - President 2019-2022
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Welfare Assistance Geraldton provides a full range of welfare services to the veteran community
including allied, currently serving members and their dependants. Welfare can take a variety of forms, such as
monetary payments, subsidies and vouchers, housing assistance, home and hospital visits.


Emergency relief



Advocacy referrals



Overseas Pension applications



Crisis counselling to point of referral



Financial assistance



Referral to other services



Home and Hospital visits



General crisis assistance

All applications are treated in the strictest confidence by the sub-branch welfare committee with the Welfare
Officer being the first point of contact. Applicants are required to provide proof of service, financial situation
and quote or account from service provider. Contact Glenn Law on 0427 442 504 if you wish to make an
appointment to discuss your needs.

Glenn Law

-Welfare Officer

Naval Association of Australia
City of Geraldton Sub-Section
After a long, cold, wet winter, we now look forward to a fine spring with special events and
outings in the wildflower capital planned.
A very informative presentation was held by Mr Mitch Caubo of the Defence and Veterans
Legal service in May regarding the proceedings when Veterans are claiming suicide issues
through the Dept. of Veterans Affairs for service related events.
The Naval Association temporarily farewelled our resident Chaplain, Garry
Hamersley and his lovely wife Joyce, as they headed to Port Headland for a
temporary secondment to the Mission to Seafarers Association. We hope
that they have a successful and positive stay during their period of tenure.
Friday night cook ups conducted by the Geraldton RSL have been a great
success, with some of the Naval Association members enjoying this fine
fare. Many thanks to the RSL for their invitation to join in and share
comradeship with them.
A great afternoon was enjoyed by Association members dining at Mia’s
restaurant, pictured at left. Many more lunches will be planned at this
venue in the future. Twelve Veterans and their partners including Barry
Stinson – Geraldton RSL President and Rita Stinson joined in with the happy
crew.
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A few NAA members have been attending the local movies, namely Jenny Glenn, Chris and Richard, Sue and myself,
an open invitation exists for anyone else interested in joining us, this is usually followed by coffee or tea. Please
contact Sue who will keep anyone interested with updates as to showings.
An identified headstone was placed on to the grave of the previously unknown sailor at Geraldton Cemetery –
Military section, Able Seaman Thomas Clark on the 24th of June 2022 -, the only positive identification of any one
from HMAS Sydney 11.
The Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Noonan and the Commanding Officer of HMAS Stalwart, Commander
McCracken were in attendance, along with numerous other Naval dignitaries.
The WA State Manager of the Naval Association, Mr Ian Holthouse along with selected guests were invited to attend
a Cocktail party being held aboard the HMAS Stalwart that evening to witness a ceremonial sunset, a very awe
inspiring event.
Saturday the 25th of June, the ships company marched into the city of Geraldton to be awarded Freedom of the City,
this was granted to HMAS Stalwart as she is to be home ported in Geraldton. A social event followed, this being put
on for guests by Mayor Van Styn and the Geraldton city council that evening.
Presentations by the Naval Association were paintings of HMAS Stalwart and a NAA certificate of appreciation
26th of June, Visitors were encouraged to obtain tickets and enjoy
a tour over the ship, once again this was very professional in how
it was conducted. and a group of NAA members enjoyed a tour of
the HMAS Stalwart on Sunday the 26th of June, followed by a light
meal and coffee at the Dome restaurant.

Three stowaways apprehended on Stalwarts
Quarterdeck – Bevan, Troy and Ian
We will also be holding a caravanning weekend at the
Northampton caravan park, and enjoying some country hospitality
from the Northampton RSL during the weekend. Thanks to the
Northampton RSL President Bevan Suckling kindly issuing the NAA
an invitation.
A senior member of the Geraldton NAA is Paul Isles who has been
hospitalised recently. Welfare checks being carried out by Alan
and Sue. A bowling team is to be pursued. A wild flower bus trip is currently in the planning stage for October, it’s up
to the committee now. Further updates in the Bugle summer edition.

Al Harms

President
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Hello dear readers. One trusts everyone is well, making the
best and most of what life has to offer…and…let’s face
it…short as it is, we need to make the most of what is on
offer.
“Life is like a restaurant…full of choices”
Freida Moses, a valued and highly respected Laurel for many,
many years has moved to new “digs”…Hillcrest-Juniper
nursing home. Frieda is experiencing health issues and
consequently it was no longer a viable proposition for her to
live independently. With mixed emotions, something we all
experience at times, she has made the transition and is
settling into her new surroundings. “saying… YES… to a new adventure”
Our other members, Liz McQuillan and Betty Mitchell, life-long friends of Freida are also there and I believe
morning tea with these three dear hearts has taken on a whole new meaning.
Geraldton Laurels held a very enjoyable “Jingle in July”. This was well attended with Laurels, Legatees,
their respective Goddess along with Tracy Hamel and Kelly Horner from Head Office presenting to join us
for a sumptuous 2 course luncheon.
The Bluff Point CWA ladies did an awesome job in serving up a generous roast beef, roast pork lunch with
all the trimmings. Sweets were equally amazing…one of the nicest pavlova roulades my taste buds have
experienced. Well done CWA Bluff Point.
Liz and Pearl acquired COVID and unfortunately were unable to attend. I believe they both have “kicked
COVID” out as an unwelcome visitor and are now again marching to the tune of “wellness”. We will see
them at our next meeting in the 5th September 2022.
We sincerely thank the RSL for arranging the bar to be open. Special accolades go to Gillian and her well
trained “helper” in Paul for delivering excellent and attentive bar service. Let’s face it…”drinkies”…are a
very necessary part of any good luncheon. Cheers everyone.
In Geraldton we are so very lucky to be blessed with such a supportive group of Legatees who are always
excelling in their efforts to care for our Ladies. Their “jump to attention” attitude is amazing beyond belief.
I know I keep “banging on” about how wonderful they are…but they are worth every breath of praise and if
“Legatee Olympics” was an event…they would bring home gold, gold and more gold.
“Excellence is not a skill…it is an attitude”
We will be holding our AGM on the 5th September 2022 …10.30am at Birdwood House. I will be in touch
with our members by phone, text or in person, closer to the time as a reminder.
To any Laurel thinking about attending for the first time…come along…give us a try. We are friendly, fun
and non-judgemental. Come along…give us a go….0417 098 905…..if you would like to discuss attendance.
Well dear hearts…the sun is out, the wind has stopped and my “prince” is waiting for his walk.
Take care, stay safe and well….till we talk again.
Cheers for now

Barb.
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11th Battalion
On the afternoon of 31st July members of the 11th Battalion AIF Living History
Group, RSL members, family and friends held a short service at the Geraldton
City RSL to commemorate the 107th anniversary of the taking of what was to
become known as ‘Leane’s Trench’.
Position & Strategic Significance
The 11th Battalion were holding a line on Bolton’s Ridge with a forward position known as Tasmania Post. The Turks,
under cover of night had recently established a relief works directly in front of Tasmania Post at a distance of only 25
- 35 yards (22 - 32m). An attack could be launched at the Australian lines from the Turkish relief works and would
also greatly impair the upcoming August Offensive attack on Lonesome Pine with well placed machine guns.
In order to bolster the attack on Lonesome Pine and in a diversionary move mimicking a ‘break out manoeuvre’ at
the Southern end of the ANZAC sector, an attack of these relief works was planned…
The Taking of the Turkish Trench
Four tunnels were dug from the firing line of
Tasmania Post to the opposing Turkish
Trench in preparation for the attack.
On the night of the 31st July/1st August 1915,
200 volunteers of the 11th Battalion AIF, lead
by Captain Lionel Raymond Leane waited for
a series of mines in four tunnels to detonate
signalling the attack commencement. Two of
the four mines failed to explode and the
tunnel attack was augmented by diggers
crossing No Man’s Land in the dark of night.

These diggers were met with felled logs atop the Turkish trench affording the position additional security and
protection against explosives and shrapnel as well as being the most heavily defended position of the trench. Hand
to hand combat ensued and after around an hour and a half of fierce fighting the 11th Battalion volunteers had killed
or driven off the Turkish defenders and secured the trench. The 11th Battalion lost 36 men in the attack.
The trench was regarded as such a highly strategic
position that on the 5th August, the Turks launched
an unsuccessful counter attack where the 11th
Battalion suffered 154 casualties including 40 killed
but the 11th held strong.
The trench was named Leane’s Trench after the
Commanding Officer of the attack and is the only
enemy trench to have been taken and held by the
Australians for the duration of the Gallipoli
Campaign.
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11th Battalion Living History Unit
The 31st July 2022 also marked the 10th anniversary of the inception of the 11th Battalion Living History Unit and
creation of a life sized working replica of Leane’s Trench here in Geraldton, Western Australia.
After the Commemorative Service the 11th Battalion AIF Living History Unit and friends relaxed with a few beers
served by our ever present and well loved Gillian Sharp and an extravagant feed of Weber BBQ’ed beef cooked to
perfection by Major Cox with gravy & rolls with fresh chips cooked by Paul Nevill.

DEEDS NOT WORDS

Story & Photos Written/Supplied: Karl Edwards

Mr Eric Oakley

A presentation ceremony for Mr Eric Oakley to receive the Australian
Defence Medal was held at the Geraldton RSL on Thursday 8th July 22 at
11:30am.
The presentation was conducted by Captain Clinton McGoldrick, who has
recently been appointed as the Army Chaplaincies Indigenous Spirituality
Advisor. Congratulations Eric.
“Thank You” Lunch
On 13th July President Barry Stinson invited the Committee of Geraldton RSL
and the available volunteers to an enjoyable lunch at the Wintersun Hotel.
Pictured l-r Ken Morris, Colleen Etherton, Irene Buckingham, Joyce and Paul
Nevill, Gillian Sharp, Les Moyle, Jenny McKagh and Glenn Law. If you a
wondering why Host Barry Stinson isn’t in the picture, he took the photo.
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Meet the Members - Phill (Phillip) Morgan
Phill was born in Albany Western Australia in 1954 and raised
in Denmark, until he left in 1971 to pursue his Post Office
career (then known as the PMG), in Perth to complete a six
month clerical school.
He graduated in 1972 and was posted to Roebourne. From
there he worked at Cape Lambert, Wyndham and finally Port
Hedland. He resigned and travelled to Geraldton in 1974 and
worked for the then GBC for 3 months before rejoining the
Post Office and remained until 1988. Total time with them was
18-1/2 years.
He branched into insurance as an agent with National Mutual
until 1996 and joined the Prison service as an officer where he
remained until 2021 when he retired after 25 years of service.
He joined the local Army Reserve Unit (3pl A Coy 16btn RWAR)
in 1981 and served as an infantryman and was promoted to
Lcpl before he left in 1986. Some of his highlights were
completing a 2 weeks exercise at the Jungle Warfare Training
Centre in Canungra QLD and a 2 week overseas combined
exercise with the New Zealand Territorial Army in the Tekapo region.
Phill has two adult children; a daughter who lives in the USA and a married son who lives in Geraldton. He is enjoying
retirement and spending time with his grandson.
Phill travelled the world extensively after his children grew up and has been to China, Antarctica, Vietnam, Laos, USA
several times, India, Thailand and Indonesia. He has ridden across America on Route 66 (on a Harley of course).
Other motorcycle rides include 2 through Vietnam and Laos, Rajasthan and Kerala India and North Thailand.
He still enjoys his rides on his own Harley and is planning another ride in North Vietnam.
He is concerned about the aging populace of the RSL membership and would like to see more of the younger
veterans from modern engagements become members. We need to keep the RSL alive and thriving. Phill was
elected to the RSL Committee at the AGM on 28th August.

Headstone Re-dedication for Able Seaman Thomas Welsby Clark
An identified headstone was placed on to the grave of the previously unknown sailor
at Geraldton Cemetery – Military section, Able Seaman Thomas Clark on the 24th of
June 2022 - the only positive identification of any one from HMAS Sydney ll. The Chief
of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Noonan and the Commanding Officer of HMAS Stalwart,
Commander McCracken were in attendance, along with numerous other Naval
dignitaries.
Pictured at left: Colin Clark, Nephew of Thomas Welsby Clark, flanked by Hon. Matt

Keogh MP. Minister for Defence Personnel & Veterans Affairs, and Vice Admiral Michael
Noonan AO RAN at the headstone in honour of his uncle Able Seaman Thomas Welsby
Clark who was last year revealed as the HMAS Sydney II's UNKNOWN SAILOR.

Photo Barry Stinson
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BIRDWOOD MILITARY MUSEUM SOCIETY INC.

The Annual General Meeting will be held
on Sunday 4th September 2022 at 11:00 hours
at Birdwood House.
Agenda Items will be:
 Reports,
 Confirmation of previous General Meetings’ minutes,
 Vote on proposed amendments to the Society’s existing Constitution and Rules (see
separate Special Resolution motion for details)
 Election of Office Bearers,
 Notice of Motions (to be sent to the Secretary by the 1st September 2022).
Nomination forms for office bearers are available from the Secretary. Please note that if
submitting a nomination form prior to the AGM, it must be delivered to the Secretary by
not less than 7 days before the date of the AGM. For this year, the latest delivery date is
28th August 2022.
Nominations for Committee positions will also be taken from the floor.

Sick List

At time of printing Paul Isles is out of hospital, Gundy is back in St John of God. Get well
soon Gundy, we are all thinking of you.
Volunteer Bar Staff.

RSA and Bar Manager Training courses are available; costs will be
refunded by RSL on completion of satisfactory volunteer service.
Volunteers typically do one shift per week. If you think you can help,
please email or call Barry Stinson 0408 222 653 for more
information.
Any DVA patients in hospital who need a visitor or some
help, if access is permitted under COVID rules please ring
Gillian Sharp on 0439 956 244.
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GERALDTON and DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS ACTION GROUP (Inc) NEWS
Website: www.seniorsactiongroup.org.au
Seniors Action Group meets every

2nd Tuesday of the month for a meeting and lunch ($10)
Venue: QE2 Centre, Durlacher Street. Time: 10am Morning Tea.
Come and Join us, have fun and make new friends.
CARPET BOWLS: All day Mondays from 8.30am
DARTS: 9am Monday Mornings. TABLE TENNIS:1pm Monday Afternoons.
CARDS: 1pm Friday afternoon.
AGE GROUP: 55 YEARS AND OVER

ALL WELCOME

Jan Wennekes – Committee

Legacy
There was a general call up on Tue 20th Jul with all legatees attending a Laurel club mbrs
house to carry out weed control. 8m3 of gravel was spread over plastic. Everybody had a
good workout and the ladies garden looks great and will be much easier to maintain into
the future.
On Tuesday 26th July, 16 of the Laurel club ladies had a Xmas in July lunch at the RSL with
Legatees and partners invited. The catering by CWA was wonderful. A great time was had
by all.
Legacy members will be staffing a stall in Bunnings carpark 10 - 1400h Sun 27 Aug. Event will have lots of different
stalls as it’s for Fathers’ Day.
Cheers

Dave Dunne
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Bendigo Community Bank Grant
At the 2022 Community Grant Recipient evening held on Tuesday 14 th June 2022, at the
Geraldton Hockey Centre, City of Geraldton RSL received a grant of $1500.00 to fund a lighting
upgrade in Birdwood House. Thank you very much Bendigo Bank!

Pictured above: RSL President Barry Stinson holds the presentation certificate while Renee of
Bendigo Bank passes the cheque to Treasurer/Welfare Officer Glenn Law.
To keep up to date with what Bendigo Bank are up to in the community, please like & share their
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/communitybankgeraldton

Vietnam Veterans’ Day 2022
The 18th August was a fine, clear day,
following around a week of strong winds and
pelting rain, allowing Vietnam Veterans’ Day
to proceed in good weather. The event was
not attended by as many as has been the
case in previous years, possibly due to
concern about the weather.
Warren Nathan was the Master of
Ceremonies and, as always did a fine job of
it. An absorbing address was delivered by
Roy Harris and Kevin Forrest led prayers.
Wreaths were laid. Craig Bassett of Geraldton
City band did his usual great job as Bugler. The service was followed by Pres. Barry Stinson inviting all attendees to
fellowship and a sausage sizzle in Birdwood House. The planned Diggers’ Dinner was cancelled due to lack of
response from members.
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Freedom of the City – HMAS Stalwart lll

On 25th June, the Captain and crew of HMAS Stalwart lll, now home ported in Geraldton, received the Freedom of
the City of Geraldton.

Cdr Steve McCracken CSM, RAN, Captain of HMAS Stalwart
lll, now home ported in Geraldton, receiving a Geraldton RSL
plaque from RSL Pres. Barry Stinson on 25th June 2022.
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HMAS Stalwart III Freedom of the City march with TS Morrow cadets participating. This was Commander
Spike Jones last big parade before he retires.
Photos contributed by Glenn Law, Barry Stinson & Karl Edwards. Thank you all  - Ed

Vale
5701044 Ron K. Exten R.I.P. Ron
A312739 Alan L. Alexander - a private funeral was held on the 9th August.

R.I.P. Alan

Sorry – no photos -Ed

Page 13 of 16

Birdwood Bugle Spring 2022

Lennie & Ginger Mick. Its 1932 and Australia is in the grip of the Great Depression. One in three workers are
unemployed. Decrepit shanty towns hug the outskirts of the big cities. A scrawny rabbit caught in a trap will feed a
family for a week. Country roads are filled with broken men walking from one farmhouse to another seeking menial
jobs and food. On the outskirts of the South Gippsland town of Leongatha, an injured farmer lies in bed unable to
walk – or work. World War I hero Captain Leo Tennyson Gwyther is in hospital with a broken leg and the family farm
is in danger of falling into ruins. Up steps his son, nine-year-old Lennie. With the help of his pony Ginger Mick, Lennie
ploughs the farm’s 24 paddocks and keeps the place running until his father can get back on his feet. How to reward
him? Lennie has been obsessively following one of the biggest engineering feats of the era – the construction of the
Sydney Harbour Bridge. He wants to attend its opening. With great reluctance, his parents agree he can go. So
Lennie saddles up Ginger Mick, packs a toothbrush, pyjamas, spare clothes and a water bottle into a sack, and begins
the 1000+ kilometre (600+ miles) trek to Sydney. Alone. That’s right. A nine year old boy riding a pony from the deep
south of Victoria to the biggest and roughest
city in the nation.
Told you it was a different era. No social
media. No mobile phones. But even then it
doesn’t take long before word begins to
spread about a boy, his horse and their epic
trek. The entire populations of small country
towns gather on their outskirts to welcome
his arrival. He survives bushfires, is attacked
by a “vagabond” and endures rain and cold,
biting winds. When he reaches Canberra he
is welcomed by Prime Minister Joseph
Lyons, who invites him into Parliament
House for tea. When he finally arrives in
Sydney, more than 10,000 people line the
streets to greet him. He is besieged by
autograph hunters. He becomes a key part
of the official parade at the bridge’s opening. He and Ginger Mick are invited to make a starring appearance at the
Royal Show. Even Donald Bradman, the biggest celebrity of the Depression era, requests a meeting and gives Lennie
a signed cricket bat.
A letter writer to The Sydney Morning Herald at the time gushes that “just such an example as provided by a child of
nine summers, Lennie Gwyther was, and is, needed to raise the
spirit of our people and to fire our youth and others to do things –
not to talk only. “The sturdy pioneer spirit is not dead … let it be
remembered that this little lad, when his father was in hospital,
cultivated the farm – a mere child.”
When Lennie leaves Sydney for home a month later, he has
become one of the most famous figures in a country craving
uplifting news. Large crowds wave handkerchiefs. Women weep
and shout “goodbye”. According to The Sun newspaper, “Lennie,
being a casual Australian, swung into the saddle and called
‘Toodleloo!’”.
He finally arrives home to a tumultuous reaction in Leongatha. He
returns to school and soon life for Lennie – and the country –
returns to normal. These days you can find a bronze statue in
Leongatha commemorating Lennie and Ginger Mick. But Australia
has largely forgotten his remarkable feat – and how he inspired a
struggling nation. Never taught about him in school? Never heard
of him before? Spread the word. We need to remember – and
celebrate – Lennie Gwyther and his courageous journey. It's a
great story.
Thanks to Col Strachan for this story and the
many other items he offers for the Bugle -Ed
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Exercise Robber – Geraldton’s World War Two “Invasion”
Western Australians’ fears of Japanese invasion were heightened by bombing raids in the state’s north and the
desperate fighting in New Guinea. This led to the decision by General Gordon Bennett to conduct the Army’s largest
anti-invasion exercise in World War Two, centred on Geraldton. It was titled Exercise Robber, ran for four days from
24th October 1942 and involved over 20,000 troops.
The 4th Division was responsible for the defence of the northern sector and supplied most of the troops for the
exercise. 3 battalions were stationed around Geraldton. Another three were deployed between Irwin and Mingenew
and a further three battalions at Dandaragan and towards Jurien Bay. Other Army units supplied the “enemy” forces,
including, somewhat ironically, the 19th Garrison Battalion stationed at Geraldton itself. These were designated X, W,
Y and Z Forces.
On 24 October X Force “landed” at Dongara, ready to move towards Mingenew and W Force “landed” at Jurien Bay
to advance to Dandaragan. Y Force (the garrison battalion) “captured” Geraldton and made ready to defend it. A
cavalry regiment at Northampton became Z Force, sending squadrons to attack defending troops and capture the
supply depots at Mullewa. Finally, a “commando” group was “parachuted” into Watheroo to disrupt
communications and perhaps capture the divisional HQ at Moora.
Preparations included withdrawal of live ammunition from participants. Attackers used slouch hats and white
crosses for their vehicles while defenders wore helmets or caps and used red circles on their vehicles as
identification. Explosives were used to simulate artillery fire and bombs. Attacking forces practiced Japanese tactics
while Bren gun carriers substituted for light tanks.
X Force’s “landing” went well at Dongara but attempts to get further inland and towards Geraldton by various units
were frustrated by defending units. The only success was a “commando” company surprising HQ 6th Brigade at
Strawberry and forcing them to withdraw. The defending 6th Battalion, after stopping an X Force advance at
Greenough, had the nasty surprise of Y Force’s landing at Geraldton to contend with. They, along with other
defenders, engaged the “enemy” in house to house fighting to clear the town and regain the port.
Dandaragan’s defenders were expecting W Force to land at Jurien Bay and had deployed to cover the tracks inland.
However, the attackers, using past experience of the area, “landed” at Lancelin, bypassed Dandaragan and
approached Moora from the south west. They got near the Moora airfield before being discovered and the
defenders had to rush units back to protect the town. The exercise ended before the result of this action was
determined.
The “parachutists” at Watheroo were captured but a motorized “commando” group from W Force managed to shoot
up HQ 4th Division at Moora and then “destroy” bridges, phone lines and stores dumps in the district. Z Force’s
squadrons had varying levels of success. Z2 captured the stores depots at Mullewa but could not link up with X Force
at Mingenew as the latter was held up. Z1 headed to Geraldton but were driven out while Z3 travelled to Mingenew
but did not come into action.
Exercise Robber was terminated at 1630 hours on 28th October, with units returning to camp. Overall, the defenders
did well in stopping the “invaders” from achieving their objectives while learning valuable lessons about responding
to Japanese tactics.
Note – This article is a condensed version taken from the source below. This has all the necessary details about the actual units involved.
Source – the source for this article is from The Australian Army Museum of Western Australia series of Virtual Tours, in this case Number 30. You can find it at:
https://armymuseumwa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/30-YOUR-VIRTUAL-VISIT-EXERCISE-ROBBER.pdf

I give them my thanks for their kind permission to use the information in it to write this contribution .

Mark Gilligan
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Did I read that sign right?
“TOILET OUT OF ORDER. PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW”
In a Laundromat:
AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT
In a London department store:
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS
Outside a secondhand shop:
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC. WHY NOT BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG
AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?
Notice in health food shop window:
CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS
Spotted in a safari park:(I sure hope so)
ELEPHANTS, PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR
Seen during a conference:
FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, THERE IS A DAY CARE ON THE 1ST FLOOR
Notice in a farmer's field:
THE FARMER ALLOWS WALKERS TO CROSS THE FIELD FOR FREE, BUT THE BULL CHARGES.
Message on a leaflet:
IF YOU CANNOT READ, THIS LEAFLET WILL TELL YOU HOW TO GET LESSONS
On a repair shop door:
WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE DOOR - THE BELL DOESN'T WORK)
----------------------------------------------------------Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over
What a guy!
--------------------------------------------------------------Miners Refuse to Work after Death
No-good-for-nothing' lazy so-and-so's!
-----------------------------------------------------Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant
See if that works any better than a fair trial!

Page 16 of 16

