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fellowship after
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COVID situation permitting
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Ken Lawson ….... ........0417 998 315
Norm Chant.......................9923 1602
Les Moyle........ ….........0429 465 647
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* BAR HOURS
Thursday 1100 -1400
Friday 1700 - late
Sunday 1200 -1500

June 3rd & 17th
July 1ST, 15th & 28th
August 12th & 26th
September 9th & 23rd
Theme meals on alternate Fridays
see bar notice for details

* PLEASE NOTE: It is at the discretion of the Bar person on
duty at the time if s/he remains open beyond the nominated
closing times.

Welfare Officer:
Glenn Law.....................0427 442 504

Dates to Remember

Membership Officer:
Mike Marsh ...................0458 806 311

11th June RSL State Congress – Perth
24 June 1300hrs HMAS Stalwart Guided Tour
25th June - HMAS Stalwart Freedom of the City of Geraldton

Warden
Ross Davies..................0458 299 892
Member RSLWA Board of Directors
Ken Morris ….................0427 010 548

Birdwood Military Museum
President
Barry Stinson ………..... 0408 222 653
Secretary
Mark Gilligan..........................9938 1911
Treasurer
Mike Marsh ....................0458 806 311

th

(RSL bar will be open at conclusion of March)

27th July - Korean Veterans Day
18 August - Vietnam Veterans’ Day
th

(Commemorative Service 4.00 pm at Birdwood House followed by Diggers
Dinner)

31st August - Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Day
Contributions for Spring Bugle 2022 can be emailed to Bugle
Editor kennethmorris@bigpond.com or dropped into the RSL
at Birdwood House. Deadline for Spring Bugle is 25th August
2022. No submissions will be accepted after that date.
Earlier makes it easier for me to get the Bugle assembled and
circulated on time if you are able to do that. Publication will
be 1st September 2022.
Items generally should not exceed 400 words if there are to
be pictures inserted; up to 500 words without picture(s)
should be fine. Happy to discuss as required. . -Ed
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President’s Report
The month of March was shaping up to be a fairly quiet period on the office calendar in the lead up to ANZAC Day however it was not to be. It
started off with requests to recite the ode at the funeral services of John Monaghan ex RAEME and Alex McKenzie, one of our few remaining
Korean Veterans.
I then attended meetings with Commander Steve McCracken, Captain of HMAS Stalwart III and a few of his crew regarding future ship’s visits
to Geraldton; The City of Greater Geraldton’s Maintenance Team re. Ongoing maintenance at Birdwood House; and in the lead up to ANZAC
Day undertook a series of TV & Radio interviews in relation to ANZAC Day Commemorative Services, together with attending a Tree Planting
Ceremony at the Olive Street Memorial where a number of Lone Pine trees were including in the landscaping of the surrounding park.
ANZAC Day 2022
The ANZAC Day planning committee consisting of representatives of the Geraldton RSL, CGG and the WA Police commenced meeting in
February and met on a regular basis to review the latest situation in respect to Covid 19 restrictions then in place. By the end of March it was
unanimously decided to proceed with both a Dawn and mid-morning march and Service at Birdwood House. Both Services were well attended
with approximately 1500-2000 attending.
These two Services would not have been possible without the assistance of RSL Geraldton members particularly Glenn Law & Ken Morris who
along with myself sat on the organising committee, generous assistance was also provided by Ross Davies for looking after the food purchases
and of course the Geraldton Lions Club for manning the BBQ’s and our own Kitchen Ladies for serving up the Gunfire Breakfast and making up
the numerous rounds of Sandwiches.











I thank our major partners, the City of Greater Geraldton Events Team for their role in planning and financial assistance with Traffic
Management and shade domes as well as organising the wreath laying.
The Western Australian Police force for advice on Covid 19 Regulations, and crowd control
The ADF for their varied support, RAAF for the timed flyover, The Airforce & Army cadets for assistance with Wreath Laying and
marching drums during the Dawn Service March: the Pilbara Regiment for advice on ceremonial matters and their attendance on the
Day, and Paul Pettet and the Geraldton Aero Club for the dawn service flyover.
The 11th Battalion Living History unit for providing Catafalque Parties for both the Dawn and Main Services, smartly turned out in
period military uniforms they not only drilled well before dismounting the guard and going out with the loudest Gunfire salute to date.
‘Well done those Men”.
The Geraldton City Band who provided the Buglers and accompanying tunes throughout the service as well as Sing Australia for their
renditions of the New Zealand and Australian Nation Anthems.
A big round of applause also to Damien Tully of The Midwest Port Authority for the most generous provision of a pallet of bottled
water for distribution to the public attending on what turned out to be a warm day.
Special thanks to the State Emergency Service for crowd direction and the distribution of the bottled water amongst the thirsty crowd.
To RSL WA; for organising on our behalf, approaches to the ADF, Lotterywest, and Liquor Licencing for Two Up permits.

Thanks also to our main service suppliers on the day:
65Thirty Entertainment
Sound Systems
Geraldton Party Hire
Cool Room, Bain Marie & urns
Total Toilets
Accessible & Portable Toilets
Geraldton Floral Studios
Wreaths
Geraldton Handy Bins
Rubbish Disposal
Rigters Supermarket Group
Food items
Special thanks to our Bar Management Team, Paul, Gillian, Carly, Hazel and Tasman for their time behind the bar on the day as well as the
generous Tots of Rum in my Gunfire Breakfast Coffee.
Our Master of Ceremonies of the ANZAC Day Commemorative Services, Mr Warren Nathan MNZM my sincere thanks for your
professionalism in keeping the program close to time and the sharing of your understanding of the significance of the meaning of NZ in ANZAC
forged on the 25th April 1915. Thanks to Karen your wife and daughter Kirsten for their magnificent vocal support with the New Zealand and
Australian National Anthems. A special mention also, to the Geraldton Scout and Guide groups, for Holding Ground on the Memorial Cenotaph
throughout their overnight Vigil on ANZAC Day Eve.
Well done one & all for your splendid assistance in ensuring our 2022 ANZAC Day Commemorative Services will not be easily forgotten.

.

Barry Stinson - President
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ANZAC Day Dawn Service
ANZAC Day in Geraldton, WA, dawned fine and clear over the largest crowd that had assembled at Birdwood House in years. The
Scouts and Guides had held an overnight vigil over the cenotaph from 5.00 pm until stood down at 5.25am by Sergeant Jason
Hoare, who travelled to Geraldton from his base in Townsville, to act as the Flag Marshall.

At 5.45am the marchers stepped off from McDonald’s Restaurant carpark and marched up Chapman Road to Birdwood House,
keeping step with a drum tap from 711 Sqn Air Force Cadets.
Parade Commander WO2 Peter Gerada of Pilbara Regiment F Troop fell the marchers out and the Catafalque Party comprising
members of the 11th Battalion AIF Living History Unit mounted the guard under the command of Ron Hayward. Geraldton RSL
President Barry Stinson introduced
distinguished guests, MC Warren
Nathan and the Reverend Garry
Hamersley.
The normal commemoration service
followed with Bugler Lina Gedero
performing the last Post and Reveille.
Following the wreath laying, a flyover of
three light aircraft from the Mid-West
Aero Club was led by Paul Pettet.
The COVID related 2 square metre rules
applicable at the time restricted the
attendance at the gunfire breakfast to
128 persons who had given proof of
vaccination. This was achieved through
issuing tickets to members and affiliates
who had established their vaccination
status in advance.
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ANZAC Day Main Service
At 10.40 am the marchers stepped off from their assembly position at Dome café under the command of
WO2 Peter Gerada of F Troop, Pilbara Regiment. The march was led by Batavia Veteran Car Club carrying
non-ambulant veterans. Geraldton Mayor Shane Van Styn and RAN Commodore Michael Turner took the
salute.
On arrival at Birdwood
House the veteran cars
travelled to the WINC
carpark while the marchers
assembled on the Birdwood
House forecourt.

MC Warren Nathan
welcomed attendees and
called the parade to
attention for mounting of
the catafalque guard formed
by the 11th Battalion Living
History Unit.

ADF Chaplain Garry Hamersley led the assembled group in the opening prayer, followed by Sing
Australia and the Geraldton City Band performing the hymn Lest We Forget.
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The address was delivered by CDRE Michael
Turner RAN, Director General Force Exploration,
pictured at left. The second hymn, “O God Our
Help in Ages Past” was performed by Sing Australia
and the Geraldton City Band.
The Voice of Youth, in the form of School Captain
of Geraldton Grammar School, Cindy Verbe, gave a
really outstanding speech which was greatly
appreciated by all who heard it. Well done Cindy!
Wreath laying followed during background music
by Geraldton City Band. At 12.14 am President Barry Stinson recited the Ode of Remembrance,
Bugler Craig Bassett played The Last Post, followed by “Lest We Forget” spoken by Barry Stinson
prior to Craig Bassett playing “Rouse”.
Hymn 3, “For the Queen’s Majesty” was performed by Sing Australia and the
Geraldton City Band. Two verses of the New Zealand National Anthem were sung;
1st verse in Maori and the 2nd in English, followed by 2 verses of the Australian
National Anthem.
ADF Chaplain Garry Hamersley led the prayer for the ADF followed by
dismounting the catafalque guard involving three volleys of blank gunshots. The
Parade Commander dismissed the parade and those who could enjoyed
camaraderie in Birdwood House.

Welfare Assistance Geraldton provides a full range of welfare services to the veteran community
including allied, currently serving members and their dependants. Welfare can take a variety of forms, such as
monetary payments, subsidies and vouchers, housing assistance, home and hospital visits.


Emergency relief



Advocacy referrals



Overseas Pension applications



Crisis counselling to point of referral



Financial assistance



Referral to other services



Home and Hospital visits



General crisis assistance

All applications are treated in the strictest confidence by the sub-branch welfare committee with the Welfare
Officer being the first point of contact. Applicants are required to provide proof of service, financial situation
and quote or account from service provider. Contact Glenn Law on 0427 442 504 if you wish to make an
appointment to discuss your needs.

Glenn Law
At my age a trail of clothes leading to the bedroom means I dropped
them on the way from the dryer.

-Welfare Officer
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Heartburn or heart attack: When to worry.
Severe heartburn and heart attack can be hard to tell apart. It is important to understand how they typically differ and
learn when to get immediate help.
You've just eaten a big meal and feel a burning sensation in your chest. Heartburn, right? Probably, but there's a chance
the chest pain is caused by reduced blood flow to your heart (angina) or an actual heart attack.
How much do the symptoms of heartburn and heart attack overlap?
Heartburn, angina and heart attack may feel very much alike. Even
experienced doctors can't always tell the difference from your medical history
and a physical exam. That's why, if you go to the emergency room because
of chest pain, you'll immediately have tests to rule out a heart attack.
If you have persistent chest pain and you aren't sure it's heartburn, call 000 or
emergency medical help. Call your doctor if you had an episode of
unexplained chest pain that went away within a few hours and you did not
seek medical attention. Both heartburn and a developing heart attack can
cause symptoms that subside after a while. The pain doesn't have to last a long time to be a warning sign.
What is heartburn?
Heartburn is discomfort or actual pain caused by digestive acid moving into the tube that carries swallowed food to your
stomach (oesophagus). Typical features of heartburn include:
 Starts as a burning sensation in the upper abdomen and moves up into the chest
 Usually occurs after eating or while lying down or bending over
 May awaken you from sleep, especially if you have eaten within two hours of going to bed
 Is usually relieved by antacids
 May be accompanied by a sour taste in your mouth, especially when you're lying down.
 May be accompanied by a small amount of stomach contents rising up into the back of your throat (regurgitation)
What signs and symptoms are more likely to occur with a heart attack than with heartburn?
The "textbook" heart attack involves sudden, crushing chest pain and difficulty breathing, often brought on by exertion.
Many heart attacks don't happen that way, though. The signs and symptoms of a heart attack vary greatly from person
to person. Heartburn itself can accompany other symptoms of heart attack. Typical heart attack signs and symptoms
include:
 Pressure, tightness, pain, or a squeezing or aching sensation in your chest or arms that may spread to your
neck, jaw or back
 Nausea, indigestion, heartburn or abdominal pain
 Shortness of breath
 Cold sweat
 Fatigue
 Light-headedness or sudden dizziness
The most common symptom of heart attack for both men and women is chest pain or discomfort, but women are more
likely than men to experience some of the other symptoms, such as jaw or back pain, shortness of breath, and nausea
or vomiting. Heart problems are more common among people who have high blood pressure, diabetes or high
cholesterol. Smoking and being overweight are other risk factors.

Can other digestive symptoms cause chest pain?
A muscle spasm in your oesophagus may cause chest pain similar to that of a heart attack. The pain of a gallbladder
attack also can spread to your chest. With gallbladder disease, you may notice nausea and an intense, steady ache in
the upper middle or upper right abdomen, especially after a fatty meal. The pain may shift to your shoulders, neck or
arms. Again, if you are not sure seek medical attention immediately.

My goal for 2022 was to lose 10 kg. I only have 14 to go.
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Naval Association of Australia
City of Geraldton Sub-Section
Once again, the Naval Association put our hand up and entered the Corporate Bowls
competition with mixed fortunes. Players that consistently had good games were our Vice
Pres Pat and Dave Bridger. This competition has proved so popular that our thinking has been
to put together a permanent team.
A wonderful day was experienced by nineteen intrepid
anglers at the Chapman Valley fishing park,
accompanied by a fine sausage sizzle put
together by Rita and Sue.
The only fish caught to my recollection were
by Linda and Bevan, please forgive me if I
have missed anyone. We experienced a very
hot day, with temperatures reaching 38C,
but still very enjoyable, with large outdoor
fans under a sheltered enclosure.
.
Pat organised an enjoyable experience at the Geraldton Maritime Museum, viewing the history of Australia’s
first submarine, AEI lost during the Gallipoli campaign, followed by social reflection and coffee at Geraldton RSL.
To ensure that lessons learned on our day at the fishing park, seven of us
proceeded to sea on the “OFFSHORE CHARTER?” fishing boat and tried our luck
on big Pink Snapper, Dhu Fish and an assortment of other demersal fish. Whilst
being a rough day, testing many of us old sailors out for seasickness, all passed
with flying colours, the memories learned in days of old have not been
forgotten.
With ANZAC Day fast approaching our RSL President Barry Stinson called for a
“hands turn to” for a working bee on Saturday morning around the RSL
premises and hall leaving everything spick and span.
ANZAC day proved a very busy experience for all members, particularly with complying with Covid 19
regulations. Our Mayor Mr Van Styn, politicians Melisa Price and Lara Dalton were also in attendance. Both were
wonderful guests.
Our resident Chaplain, Garry Hamersley provided inspiring and uplifting services for both the Dawn and Main
Service, he is also a prominent and valued member of the Geraldton Naval Association.
We now look forward to a presentation by a representative from the Defence and Veterans Legal Service on
Sunday the 22" of May, following the General Meeting of Geraldton RSL.
A ships visit by HMAS Stalwart is scheduled to visit Geraldton (we are to be her homeport) on
Saturday the 25" of July where she will be granted freedom of the city. All of us ex sailors are very much looking
forward to this event. More reports for these events in the Spring edition of the Bugle.

Alan Harms
Two guys were discussing popular family trends on sex, marriage, and family values. Bill said, 'I didn't sleep
with my wife before we got married, did you?' Larry replied, 'I'm not sure, what was her maiden name?'
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City of Geraldton RSL sub-branch’s 105 Pack Howitzer
2021 marked the centenary of the foundation of the RAAF and the 80 th anniversary of the sinking of HMAS Sydney II.
It also marked the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Army’s first permanent artillery unit. I didn’t notice this until
earlier this year so to redress the services balance, this article is about the 105 gun in the Birdwood House Memorial
Garden. This caught my attention soon after arriving in Geraldton. Growing up in NSW, the guns on display that I saw
at sub-branches were usually retired 25 pounders. I had assumed that this was Australia-wide until I caught sight of
the Geraldton piece.
In addition, I had recently read an account of 3RAR in Vietnam. I had thought that this war was basically an infantry
one with air support until I read this book. This showed the importance of a combined arms approach, especially the
role of artillery, to the success of the infantry’s operations.
The story of today’s Australian Artillery originates on August 1, 1871, when the NSW Colonial Government funded and
raised its first permanent battery. Thus 2021 marked the150th anniversary of the founding of the first permanent
artillery units in Australia by Australians. More information about the anniversary’s events and history of the artillery is
easily found on the internet.
The “105”
The OTO Melara 105 mm Mod 56 began life in the 1950s to meet the requirement for a modern light-weight howitzer
that could be used by the Italian Army. The Mod 56 has a number of unique characteristics, including the ability for its
crew to manhandle the gun (due to its light weight), and the capability of being used in the direct fire role. Being a
pack howitzer, it is designed to be broken down into 12 parts, each of which can be easily transported.
This capability allowed the sections to be transported a number of ways although the original design was for mulepack. More often it is towed by a light vehicle such as a jeep or Land Rover, and with the shield removed it was
carried inside an M113 APC. However, its particular attraction to Western armies in the 1960s was that its light weight
meant it could be lifted in one piece by helicopter, which made the gun popular with light artillery units in many
countries as well as the more specialized mountain and airborne troops. Overall, the Mod 56 has served in more than
30 countries worldwide
It was built to have a reputation of ease with which it can be assembled and then disassembled into twelve
components within minutes. The gun's light weight did have a drawback, however: it lacked the robustness necessary
for sustained operations. Australian and New Zealand gunners in Vietnam found the weapon unsuitable for continuous
operations. It was replaced in Vietnam in 1967 with the sturdy US-made M101A1 due to the stresses imposed on the
105 gun from firing numerous rounds of ammunition. Their lack of durability also led to their being carried on trucks for
longer distances outside the combat zone. The Mod 56 offered limited protection to its crew. Also, to make these guns
lighter and more manoeuvrable, the protective shields were generally removed,
Introduced into service in the Australian Army in 1962, or 1963*, a total of 120 guns were delivered from three
purchases. The gun was issued to regular and reserve (CMF) artillery units. The Army deployed the gun during
the Confrontation with Indonesia in Malaysia (102 Field Battery) and during the Vietnam War in 1965–67 (and very
limited use thereafter) by 101, 103, 105, 106 and 108 Field Batteries. It offered firing support to D Company 6th
Battalion Royal Australian Regiment during the battle of Long Tan, 18 August 1966. The NZ Army deployed rotations
of 4 guns during the Vietnam War in 161 Battery of the 16th Field Regiment. It was withdrawn from service in 1992.
* The year of introduction into Australian service differs between sources.
L5 (AUST) 105 PACK HOWITZER DATA

Country of origin
Italy
Entered service Australian Army 1962 or 1963*
Crew
7
Number acquired
120
Replaced
25 pounder field gun Maker
Oto Melara
Armament
Projectile weight
14.97 kg Maximum rate of fire 10 rpm Sustained rate of fire 3 - 6 rpm
Elevation range - 5 to + 65 degrees
Traverse range 36 degrees
Ammunition High explosive, Smoke canister, Illumination, HE Squash Head, Anti-Personnel, White phosphorus
Breech type
Vertical sliding wedge Carriage type Split trail Calibre 105 mm
Dimensions
Weight
1.25 t /1,274 kgs
Height 1.8 m Width 1.5 m Length 3.66 m
Barrel length
14 calibres
Page 8 of 16

Birdwood Bugle Winter 2022
Mobility
Cross-country towing speed
20 ~ 30 km/h
Emplacement 2 ~ 3 minutes
Displacement 2 ~ 3 minutes
Ranges
Maximum:
10,000 m
Planning: 9,000 m
Minimum:
1,900 m high angle
Rate of Fire
Intense:
5 rpm
Normal:
3 rpm
Sources
The following web sites provided the information for this article:

Wikipedia

Royal Australian Artillery Historical Company

Australian War Memorial

WWW.MILITARY-TODAY.COM

Mark Gilligan
Sick List
A big welcome back from his recent hospitalisation to Paul Nevill our bar manager. Great to see you back Paul, doing
what you do so well. We missed you.

Volunteer Bar Staff.

RSA and Bar Manager Training courses are available; costs will be refunded by RSL on
completion of satisfactory volunteer service. Volunteers typically do one shift per week.
If you think you can help, please email or call Barry Stinson 0408 222 653 for more
information.

Any DVA patients in hospital who need a visitor or some help, if
access is permitted under COVID rules please ring Gillian Sharp on
0439 956 244.
GERALDTON and DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS ACTION GROUP (Inc) NEWS
Website: www.seniorsactiongroup.org.au
Seniors Action Group meets every
2nd Tuesday of the month for a meeting and lunch ($10)
Venue: QE2 Centre, Durlacher Street. Time: 10am Free Morning Tea.
Come and Join us, have fun and make new friends.
CARPET BOWLS: All day Mondays from 8.30am
DARTS: 9am Monday Mornings. TABLE TENNIS:1pm Monday Afternoons.
CARDS: 1pm Friday afternoon.
AGE GROUP: 55 YEARS AND OVER

ALL WELCOME

Jan Wennekes – Committee
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From Chaplain Glenn Mercer. Ex RAAF.
The next time you are sitting down in a restaurant, or a cafe or even enjoying a chat with mates at the RSL, take
some time out and have a look at the people around you. Every single one is a masterpiece in design and
engineering, yes even the President of the RSL!
Every single person has their own joys and happinesses, their own sorrows and fears. Everyone is unique and
special. Everyone. And we should care for one another, look after your mates, even the ones you haven’t met yet.
That is our aim at the Mission to Seafarers (MtS) in Port Hedland. The largest Iron Ore Port in the world.
A group of eight men were picked up from the airport to join their ship for a six-month contract, but because the
ship was delayed a little they had to wait at the MtS Centre until they could board.
While there waiting to be transferred, we provided food and drinks and room to relax.
I began chatting to them, asking who they were, where they were from, what their job was onboard ship; and so on.
Most were Filipinos and one was from Romania. Another a fellow, in his early fifties, looked quite agitated and
anxious so I decided to spend a bit of extra effort talking to him. He was from the Ukraine.
He told me that he signed onto his latest contract a week or so before Russia invaded. He still did not really believe
that they would invade his country. When he arrived in Australia, he had to spend time in quarantine in a hotel in
Perth. It was during this time that he heard the news that Russia had invaded.
He openly talked to me about his concerns for his wife. He left her behind, alone, in their unit in Odessa. Their son,
also a seafarer, was already on a contract on another cargo ship. Understandably he was very anxious about her
safety. Naturally he wanted to go home but was not allowed; for three reasons.
First being that all the men between certain ages were immediately conscripted into the Ukraine army. Second was
that no seafarers from the Ukraine were being sent home anyway. They were being sent to Romania to await
further instructions. And the third and perhaps the most distressing reason was — he was the new Captain of the
ship he was going to!
Can you imagine that? Apart from a war in his own country, apart for needing to leave his wife behind in it, apart
from the anxieties of not knowing the future; he also has to shoulder the responsibilities of being the Captain of a
300,000 ton bulk carrying cargo ship!
Maybe some of you reading this article can relate to this fellow’s story. It is very frightening and sad. And even
though there was nothing I could do for him physically, I was there for him as someone to talk to, a mate; and being
the Chaplain (Padre) to the Mission I offered prayer for him, his family and his country. When boarding his ship, he
thanked me very much for my time spent talking to him. Look after your mates.

Glenn Mercer
A blonde decides one day that she is sick and tired of all these blonde jokes and how all blondes are perceived as stupid. So, she
decides to show her husband that blondes really are smart.
While her husband is off at work, she decides that she is going to paint a couple of rooms in the house. The next day, right after
her husband leaves for work, she gets down to the task at hand.
Her husband arrives home at 5:30 and smells the distinctive smell of paint. He walks into the living room and finds his wife lying
on the floor in a pool of sweat. He notices that she is wearing a heavy parka and a leather jacket at the same time. He goes over
and asks her if she if OK.
She replies yes. He asks what she is doing and she replies that she wanted to prove to him that not all blonde women are dumb,
and she wanted to do it by painting the house. He then asks her why she has a parka over her leather jacket.
She replies that she was reading the directions on the paint can and it said "For best results, put on two coats”.

I don't mean to brag, but I finished my 14-day diet food supply in 3 hours and 20 minutes.
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This article appeared in the Geraldton Guardian on 26th April 2022 and is printed here with permission. - Ed
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Legacy
Legacy badge day on the 22nd April went well
with the generous people of Geraldton
donating more than $ 5,000.
Laurel club ladies are looking at a Xmas in July
function on Wed 20th July - this is only in the
planning stages at present.
Please stay safe, vaccinate, wear a mask & use hand wash to keep
yourself healthy.

Dave Dunne
Five intrepid souls of the Naval Association Geraldton
attended the Maritime Museum A1 lost submarine
presentation. On display were detailed ROV photos of
the submarine, the first warship lost in WW1, the first
servicemen casualties. After the museum visit all
retired to the Geraldton RSL for a few cold ones.
Present were Jenny McCagh, Glenn Law Sue & Alan
Harms, Richard & Chris. (Note masks, it was a Thursday,
one day/night to go before removal.)
Being a Submariner, I was most interested in the
schematic diagram of the boat. Noted, she only had
one torpedo tube forward (bow - sharp end) and one
in the stern (back - blunt end). Looking at the photos one could see the stern torpedo tube is open (ROV Camera was
sent through there). I believe this is what caused AE1 to die. Too much water got in on diving and she went below
maximum diving depth. Confirmed by photo the forward hull near the fin (bridge) collapsed (imploded). As a matter
of interest she had a crew of 32 sailors and three officers. The crew were Australian & British with one New
Zealander. Well worth the visit to our Maritime Museum.

Glenn Law
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Meet the Members – Garry & Joyce Hamersley
I’m sure most of our readers have seen the Reverend Garry
Hamersley officiating at our many commemorative services
over the years. In this edition of the Bugle, Garry and his
wife Joyce are our featured couple. By the time this Bugle is
published they will have moved to Port Hedland.
Garry was born on a farm in York, and lived there and
attended Northam Senior High School until age 15 when he
joined the Navy in 1968, as a junior recruit at Leeuwin for 12
months.
Joyce was born in Scotland, coming to Australia, aged 14 in
1968 with her parents and 4 siblings.
Garry worked as a Sick Berth Attendant and worked his way
up during a lot of sea time to be a Chief Petty Officer. He
was commissioned and worked in Health Admin for 12
years, leaving the Navy after 23 years as a Lieutenant
Commander RAN RTD.
He met Joyce at a dance in Fremantle that she reluctantly attended with her sister. After meeting Joyce he was at sea for 6
months, returned, then went back to sea for 12 months on HMAS Swan. He was deployed to Asia, so they got engaged
before he left and while he was away Joyce organised the wedding. They were married in 1975 and posted to Cairns
where Garry served as a medic for the patrol boats and survey ships in Cairns, going around to Weipa checking on survey
camps.
For Joyce it was the first time away from home. They have 3 children, one born in Sydney, one in Melbourne and one in
Canberra. After postings to Cairns, Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra, then Rockingham, HMAS Stirling again they returned to
the Mid-West and down the coast to HMAS Stirling for reserve duties.
Garry has been a Christian for most of his life. His chaplaincy did not begin whilst in the Navy. His continuing theological
studies led to him being asked by the Bishop of the North West to be ordained as a deacon in 2006, whilst working for
Elders. He continued in a tent maker ministry, giving him the opportunity to do pastoral care work on farms and stations
whilst working for 25 years around Mingenew, Mullewa and Geraldton.
Retiring in 2022 from Elders and retiring from the ADF at 65 (2017), maximum age, he was approached recently by the
Anglican Bishop to become Senior Chaplain at the Mission to Seafarers at Port Hedland. It is a big centre with about 12
staff and 2 chaplains, with a strong commitment to looking after and caring for sailors travelling between China and
Australia on ore ships. At this stage the commitment is for 12 months, with reviews during that time to see how they
settle into the Pilbara environment. Their 3 children and 6 grandchildren all live in Perth so it will be a much longer
journey to visit them.
They are not selling their home in Geraldton and plan to return to Geraldton on completion of their commitment in the
Pilbara. They hope to be involved with Geraldton RSL, the Naval Association and HMAS Sydney Memorial services as
Honorary Chaplain as required upon their return, as they have for the past year or so.
Our best wishes go with you to the Pilbara Garry and Joyce. We look forward to having you back in Geraldton when your
mission is complete.

A bloke walks into a lumber yard and asks for some four-by-twos. The salesman asks, “How long
do you need them”. The bloke replies, “A long time, we’re building a house”.
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Scam Warning
This is a scam clever enough to catch some seniors off guard! Just when you thought you'd heard it all. Be very careful out there!
Beware of people bearing gifts! It works like this.
First you'll get a phone call from someone saying that he was from some
outfit called: "Express Couriers," (The name could be any courier company).
He'll ask if someone was going to be home because there was a package for
someone that required a signature. The caller would say that the delivery
would arrive in approximately an hour. Sure enough, about an hour later, a
uniformed delivery man will turn up with a beautiful basket of flowers and a
bottle of wine. Since there would be no special occasion or holiday you
wouldn’t expect anything like it. You would ask who the sender was. The
courier would say something like "I don't know, I'm only delivering the
package but I think a greeting card is being sent separately”.
The Courier will then explain that because the gift contained alcohol, there was a $3.50 "delivery/ verification charge," providing proof
that he actually had delivered the package to an adult (of legal drinking age) and not just left it on the doorstep where it could be
stolen or taken by anyone, especially a minor. This would all sound logical and if you offered to pay him cash, he would say that the
delivery company required payment to be by credit or debit card only, so that everything is properly accounted for and this would help
in keeping a legal record of the transaction. He’d say "Couriers don't carry cash to avoid loss or being, likely, targets for robbery." As
most people these days pay with the card this would all sound logical to you.
So, as it’s only $3.50, a trivial; amount, you’d think nothing of it, so out would come the credit card, the delivery man would ask you
to swipe the card on a small mobile card machine with a little screen and keypad. You’d be asked to enter your pin and the little
machine would print out a receipt, you’d be given the flowers and the wine and you’d think nothing more of it.
To your horrible surprise, in a few days’ time you’d see $4,000 or more had been charged/withdrawn from your credit/debit acc ount
at various ATM machines. That little "mobile credit card machine," which the deliveryman carried, now, has all the info necessary to
create a "dummy" card with all your card details including the PIN number.
Be wary of accepting any "surprise gift or package," which you neither expected nor personally ordered, especially if it involves any
kind of payment as a condition of receiving the gift or package. Also, never accept anything from anyone you do not, personally, know
or if there is no proper identification of who the sender is. Above all, the only time you should give out any personal credit/debit card
information is when you yourself initiated the purchase or transaction!

Vale
51434 J A (Alex) McKenzie
Alex was born in Northam on 6th June 1930. He served in 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment in Korea from 17 March 1953 until 06 April 1954.
Alex served in Malaya from 1955 until 1957 during the Malayan Emergency.
From 1958 until 1960 he served in Malacca He served in Borneo in 1966 during the
Indonesian Confrontation.

The Autumn Bugle was printed just prior to receiving the sad news that Alex McKenzie had passed
away, so there was no Vale notice in the printed edition. Alex’s Vale notice was in the electronic
versions sent to members via email. Apologies to those readers receiving this notice twice. – Ed
His funeral service at Geraldton Crematorium on 9th March was well attended by members of
Geraldton RSL who escorted the hearse to the doors of the chapel and formed an honour guard for
Alex. President Barry Stinson recited the Ode of Remembrance and Drew Morton played the Last Post. – R.I.P. Alex
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A moment of tension in the Vatican. If the Bishop moves forward the Queen can take him.

A Russian Jew named Jacob was finally allowed to emigrate to Israel. At the Moscow airport, a customs inspector found a statue of
Lenin in his luggage and asked, "What is this?" Jacob replied, "Wrong question, comrade. You should have asked, 'Who is this?
This is Comrade Lenin. He laid the foundations of Socialism and created the future prosperity of the Russian people. I am taking it
with me as a memory of our dear hero." The Russian customs official sent him on his way. At Tel Aviv airport, the Israeli customs
official also asked, "What is this?" "Wrong question, sir. You should be asking 'Who is this?' This, my friend, is Lenin, the bastard
who caused me, a Jew, to leave Russia. I take this statue as a reminder to curse him every day." The Israeli official sent him on his
way. When he settled in his new home, Jacob placed the statue on a table. The following evening, he invited friends and relatives
to dinner. Spotting the statue, one of his cousins asked, "Who is this?" Jacob replied, "Wrong question. You should have asked,
'What is this?' This is five kilograms of solid gold that I managed to bring with me from Russia without having to pay any customs
duty or tax." The Moral: "Politics is when you can tell the same story in different ways to fool different people and still come out
smelling like a rose."
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