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Articles/Items for Winter Bugle 2020 can be emailed to Bugle Editor 
kennethmorris@bigpond.com or dropped into the RSL at Birdwood 
House. Deadline for Winter Bugle is 25th May 2020.  
Earlier makes it easier to get it assembled and circulated on time if 
you are able to do that.  Publication should be 1

st
 June 2020. 

Items should not exceed 400 words if there are to be pictures 
inserted;  ~500-600 without picture(s) is fine.         . -Ed 

Dates to Remember 
Opening of Northampton RSL Hall 11th March 3pm 

 

ANZAC Day 25th April 
 

State Congress 13th June 

* PLEASE NOTE: It is at the discretion of the Bar person on 
duty at the time if s/he remains open beyond the nominated 
closing times. 

Birdwood Military Museum 

President 
Barry Stinson ………..... 0408 222 653 
 
Secretary 
Mark Gilligan..........................9938 1911 

 
Treasurer 
Mike Marsh ....................0458 806 311 
 

General Meeting 
24th May 

Time:-1030 hrs 
Sausage Sizzle, Fellowship 

afterwards 

Committee Meetings 
1700 hrs 

Monday 9
th
 March 

Monday 13
th
 April 

Monday 11
th
 May 

Monday 8
th
 June 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
President: 
Barry Stinson ……..... 0408 222 653 
 
Vice President: 

Ken Morris.....................0427 010 548  

 
Secretary: 
April Herbert.…….........0439 883 777 
 
Treasurer: 

Vacant 
 
Committee: 
Ken Lawson ….... ........0417 998 315 
Norm Chant.......................9923 1602 
Colin Strachan..............0427 081 358 
Lesley Moyle.....................9938 2619  
 
Bar Manager: 
Paul Nevill....................0427 418 003 
 
Public Relations Officer: 
Ken Morris....................0427 010 548 
 
Welfare Officer: 
Glenn Law.....................0427 442 504 
 
Membership Officer: 
Mike Marsh ....................0458 806 311 
 
Warden 
Ross Davies....................0458 299 892 

 
Member RSLWA Board of Directors 
Ken Morris …..................0427 010 548 
 

 

 

 
 

* BAR HOURS 
 
Thursday 1100 -1400 
 
Friday 1700 - late 
 

Sunday 1200 -1500 

 
FRIDAY 

BBQ NIGHTS 
free transport! 

March 13th (curry), 27th 
April 3rd (Italian), 17th   

May, 8th, 22nd 
June 5th, 19th  

 Autumn 2020 PO Box 1243, Geraldton WA 6531 http://geraldtonrsl.org.au Tel. (08) 9964 1520  
  Secretary: secretary@geraldtonrsl.org.au 

Information: info@geraldtonrsl.org.au  Birdwood Museum museum@geraldtonrsl.org.au 
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Welcome to 2020, the year has started off quietly with many members taking a well earned break after the festive 

season; the opening get together for the Year “The Australia Day Brunch” was well attended with around 60 Members 

& guests attending and from all accounts they thoroughly enjoyed Steve’s traditional Australia Day fare. 

At the beginning of the year Margaret Fletcher, Faye Russell and Coleen Smith stood down from kitchen duties for a 

long overdue rest. Well done one and all for your dedicated service. 

Dianne McColl, Irene Buckingham and Coleen Etherton have stepped into the void and have been busy rearranging 

the kitchen area and if the well attended first Friday night BBQ held on the 20
th
 February is any indication our 

members and guests can look forward to some memorable evenings, our kitchen wizards have suggested 

occasionally varying the Friday evening menu’s to include such classics as Curry & Rice, Spaghetti Bolognaise etc. 

“Watch this space” for further details in the coming months.  

The executive Committee has continued to meet on a monthly basis with one of the main issues addressed being the 

eradication of the feral pigeons roosting and nesting on and around the roof top solar panels.  Several quotes have 

been sought to clean the roof, remove all remnants of pigeon nesting material, hatchlings etc., wash down solar 

panels, clean and wash out gutters as well as installing new wire mesh barriers to exclude pigeons.   

The job has been awarded to Paul Walton of Walton Roof & Tiling with the extensive work to commence 29
th
 

February. I intend to approach the Sailors’ Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Memorial Trust in respect of sharing 50/50 in this 

expense. 

Other issues resolved include the following, 

Exterior lighting: following several complaints from our user groups regarding the lack of exterior lighting particularly 

when opening up, it was agreed that improvements were necessary. As a result, suitable LED lighting and a motion 

sensor have been purchased. 

Rob Dines from Ocean Air has generously offered to install these items at no cost to the Sub-Branch.   

Security System: arrangements have been made for Incite Security to check the security system cameras and 

recorder as it does not appear to be working at present. Work is scheduled for 0930 hrs Monday 24
th
 February. 

Gas Stove: a service of the gas oven has been arranged with Trevor from T & T Plumbing, Air Cond & Gas, as the 

oven refuses to stay lit following a good clean. Also Monday 24th February 

Grounds: The Justice Department trustys continue mowing & edging the lawns, trimming trees etc. Of late they have 

also undertaken to remove and relocate the accumulated sand blown up against the chain mail fence at the rear of our 

neighbours. They have also sprayed the Canadian Fleabane weed that has infested the Memorial Park Lawn; the 

fleabane is now showing signs of going toes up. 

Following the discovery of the reticulation controller being turned off the two side lawns on Forrest Street are now 

recovering nicely, therefore all lawns should be in good order by ANZAC Day. 

Ceremonial: Ken Morris & I recently met with the City of Greater Geraldton Council’s Events Team to commence 

planning for this Year’s ANZAC Day Service; As usual there will be a number of roles for our members to play during 

the lead up to and at the Service.  

Now is the time put your hand up for your favourite task, or you can wait to be tapped on the shoulder as we get closer 

to the day.  

 

President’s Report 
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Bar trading: numbers attending on Thursday and Friday bar trading times are steady however Sunday trading is 

dismal and needs to improve if it is to continue into the future. 

With just one or two members turning up it is hardly worth the effort of our Volunteer Bar staff opening for the $20 - 

$30 coming in over the bar. 

  I’m reminded of the old Adage  “Use it or lose it” The ability of the Sub-Branch to continue providing the services or 

events we are known for is totally dependent on the members’ willingness to utilise such services.  

I look forward to seeing a greater number of members enjoying some quiet fellowship and camaraderie in the near 

future.   

I greatly appreciate the generosity of our volunteers who continually and unselfishly offer their valuable time to see to 

the many and varying tasks in ensuring the Sub-Branch keeps operating. Thank you one & all 

 

Barry Stinson – President 

Bugle Distribution 

At the General Meeting held on Sunday 23rd Feb it was decided that with the ever-increasing cost of 

postage, currently $1.50 per posting, the time has come that the RSL needs the cost to be covered by the 

recipient to make it viable. If you require the Bugle and other notifications to continue to be sent by post it 

has been determined that an additional $10 will be required per annum. 

The best option for receiving the Bugle and various other special notifications is via e-mail, if you have an e-

mail address and have not being receiving this publication please send an e-mail to the membership officer 

at “ mikemarsh@bigpond.com “ and cc it to ”  kennethmorris@bigpond,com “  the Bugle editor. Subject; 

“e-mail”. This will allow RSL Geraldton and the Bugle editor to update their data bases.  

Kids’ Christmas Tree  

The Kids’ Christmas Tree was held on Sunday 8th December. The weather Gods 

turned on a warm but pleasant day for Santa’s visit so he didn’t suffer too much in 

the Aussie heat! In all there were about 60 attendees, almost half of whom were 

children.  

After everyone enjoyed a feed of finger food Santa and his helper elf arrived 

amongst much clanging of bells and Ho, Ho Ho’ing to greet the eagerly awaiting 

kids. As usual the kids assembled in a semicircle in front of Santa - most likely to 

ensure he didn’t escape before they each received their ‘early’ Christmas present. 

After giving out the Christmas pressies to every child present Santa reminded both 

the little kids AND the big kids that he’d be watching and listening and know if you 

have been naughty or nice during 2020 - you have been warned!  

Santa wishes to thank everyone who attended and everyone who donated their 

time (galley and bar staff, decorators etc.) to help make the day a roaring success 

and for making him and his elf feel welcome and wishes you all a happy & safe year.  - Karl Edwards 

file:///F:/SanDiskSecureAccess/Autumn%20Bugle%202020/mikemarsh@bigpond.com
mailto:kennethmorris@bigpond,com
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Meet the Members – Glenn Law. 
I was born in 1949 in Vic Park Perth and lived in Collie, Kalamunda and Moora where I finished high school, and was 

employed by the PMG as a postie clerk until I joined the Navy, in 1965. 

My career started in the dreaded H.M.A.S Leeuwin. For a country boy that 

was an eye opener. Having endured this training, I was, along with lots of 

young sailors posted to H.M.A.S Sydney (III). It was a rough introduction to 

the big deep, hard labour, life of a sailor, some very exciting adventures and 

disturbed sleep. It was during one of these trips, way up to the North of 

Australia in the tropics that the Sydney endured a tropical cyclone. Not a 

nice feeling being the lookout in the crow’s nest watching waves come over 

the upper works of the Bridge. I survived that introduction, transferred to 

H.M.A.S Cerberus for trade training as a Radio Operator specialist. I took 

part in the search for Prime Minister Holt.  

The Navy was looking for volunteers for the newly formed Submarine corps.  

My best mate and I put our names forward. After some very mean selection 

processes we were accepted and sent to England. I’d never seen snow, it 

was bloody cold and after induction training we were posted to H.M.S. 

Finwhale based in Northern Scotland (Faslane). This was freezing.  I suffered frost bite twice, had punch ups with 

Poms and they called it training! One notable operation was off the coast of Russia, I believe, we were never really 

told exactly where we were, and that was really cold too and dangerous.  Anyway, back to Scotland, another dust up, 

and that was it, I was sent home (or could that be deported again?). However, after returning home, I fronted to the 

boss of the Submarine corps, explained what had occurred and I continued to train as a submariner, qualified and 

now wear my Diving Dolphins proudly. By the way my best mate didn’t complete the training and went back to sea 

duty on destroyers. We are still the best of mates and communicate regularly, same with 3 or 4 others. 

I left the Navy in 1973, eventually returning to W.A. In 1965 my parents and two brothers moved to Geraldton and I 

returned here. Served out my Navy reserve time, gained a position with the PMG soon to be TELECOM, as a 

technician assistant. When my reserve time expired, I immediately volunteered for the Army Reserve 16th BN A Coy 3 

Pl. I stayed with this unit for 13 years attained rank of Sergeant which I am still called.  As a matter of interest, I 

believe I was the only soldier in WA that wore the Diving Dolphins in Army uniform. Until now of course as we have 

the Collins class submarines based in WA, there are several submariners now in army reserves. 

Anyway, gained training in Telstra to Technician, posted to Morawa then Mullewa then back to Geraldton where I 

was promoted and eventfully transferred to Perth where I was stuck for 26 years.  However, I attended every Anzac 

Day and Memorial Days as possible, in Geraldton so you would have seen me here most years.     

Over the years, I was promoted several times, to Principal Technical Training Officer Fault Management. I retired in 

2001. Was told to get a job, so had several part time jobs as club manager RAAFA Cambrai, Store man lighting, 

Bunnings electrical and now retired. 

I have for many years yearned to return to Geraldton, an opportunity arose and here I am, a promise made, now 

achieved. 

I have a daughter and a son and I am a proud grandfather of seven and a prouder great grandad of two baby boys. I 

am now with GERALDTON RSL as the Welfare Officer, learning the ropes and happy to be home and to continue 

serving to the best of my ability.  

What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
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Welfare Assistance Geraldton 

Welfare provides a full range of welfare services to the veteran community including allied, currently serving 

members and their dependants. Welfare can take a variety of forms, such as monetary payments, subsidies and 

vouchers, housing assistance, home and hospital visits. 

 Emergency relief 

 Advocacy 

 Overseas Pension applications 

 Crisis counselling to point of referral 

 Financial assistance 

 Referral to other services 

 Home and Hospital visits 

 General crisis assistance 

All applications are treated in the strictest confidence by the sub-branch welfare committee with the Welfare Officer 
being the first point of contact.  Applicants are required to provide proof of service, financial situation and quote or 
account from service provider. Contact Glenn Law on 0427 442 504 if you wish to make an appointment to discuss 
your needs.                                                                             

Glenn Law   -Welfare Officer 

 

GERALDTON and DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS ACTION GROUP (Inc) NEWS 

Website: www.seniorsactiongroup.org.au 

Seniors Action Group meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month for a meeting and lunch 

($10)Venue: QE2 Centre, Durlacher Street.  Time: 10am. Come and Join us, have fun and 

make new friends. 

Next Meeting: 10th March, 2020 

CARPET BOWLS:  All day Mondays from 8.30am and 3rd Thursday of the month at 1pm 

(when advertised) 

DARTS: 9am  Monday Mornings.   TABLE TENNIS:1pm  Monday Afternoons. 

CARDS: 1pm Friday afternoon. 

AGE GROUP:  55 YEARS AND OVER 

ALL WELCOME 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Thurs 19th March 2020 – Colin De Grussa Bowls Tournament. $10 Lunch $4 Play.  
Notice on QE2 Notice Board. 

http://www.seniorsactiongroup.org.au/


Birdwood Bugle Autumn 2020 
 

6 
 

 
Hello to all dear readers as we welcome another year of 
adventure…where did the last year go? Wherever it went it was 
all too quick. 
The New Year stands before us….like a chapter in a 

book….waiting to be written….happy 2020. 

Prior to the end of 2019, Dulcie, Frieda and myself were lucky 
enough to be invited to join our Legatees for their Xmas lunch at 
which we were able to meet our new CEO, Vivian.  The meal 
was very generous as Dulcie found out 
. 

The saying goes… “be careful what you wish for”……A pint 

or two was required to wash down these spoils. Dulcie did 

her best with encouragement from Frieda but eventually got 

the “doggie box out”.  

Geraldton Laurel members, Legatees and partners gathered 

at the Wonthella Bowling Club on the 2nd December for our 

Christmas Lunch.  Our caterer Georgie did an exceptional 

job once again in providing a delicious spread and again we 

all went home carrying an extra pound or two.  We held a 

rather large Christmas raffle with 10 prizes being offered and 

of course “Secret Santa”, again, was a big success. 

Thank you to all our members for attending the luncheon 

which in turn contributed to the success that it was. 

You cannot build a peaceful world on empty stomachs….. 

Our very dear Betty Mitchell celebrated her milestone 90th 

birthday on the 31st December with a party at our RSL on 

the Saturday prior.  Reports indicate that the event was most 

memorable and very entertaining.  Well done Betty. 

We must always cherish our happy moments…as time goes 
by…they make a wonderful cushion. 
 
 
February 3rd 2020 saw us conducting our first meeting for 
the year.  It was well attended and very encouraging to see 
that the links in our chain are still joined. 
 
It is not that diamonds are a girl’s best friend…. but it’s your 
friends who are your diamonds. 
 
Well our dear hearts, there it is for another chapter… it has 

been wonderful catching up again…and until we read again 

wherever you may be….. our warmest thoughts go to you all 

for a wonderful and safe 2020. Welfare Assistance Geraldton 

The bad news is…time flies…the good news is….you are the 

pilot.  

Barb…Publicity Officer Geraldton. 
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Australia Day Brunch 26th January -was well attended and enjoyed. Cutoff was 70 

and I think 66 or 67 made it on the day and enjoyed a fine brunch cooked by Steve Butler 

and served by Norm Chant and Les Moyle. Unfortunately I didn’t think to get any pics. 

 

 

 

Roll of Honour Statistics 

When carrying out research for the museum’s honour roll project, I was struck by the 

number of servicemen whose dates of death were around a year after their enlistment. I 

decided to follow this up with collecting the numbers and then working out percentages to 

see if my suspicion was right. Along the way I also did the same for other criteria. Below is 

what I found: 

PERIOD BETWEEN ENLISTMENT DATE AND DATE OF DEATH  

Between 0 - 6 mths 4%  Between 6 -12 mths 37%  Between 12 – 18 

mths 27%  

Between 18 - 24 mths 15%  Between 24 - 36 mths 12%  Between 36 – 60 

mths 5% 

As can be seen, a massive 64% of deaths occurred within 18 months of the enlistment date. This is a 

testament to the sheer ferocity of World War One battles, especially on the Western Front.  

RANKS Privates – 69%, Lance Corporals – 4%, Corporals – 6%, Sergeants – 

4%, 

 2nd Lieutenants - 2%, Lieutenants – 3%, Captains – 2%  

 Other NCO and other ranks (e.g. sapper, lance sergeant) – 9%  

In the sustained siege-like operations of the conflict, especially in the West, the rate of casualties 

among infantry privates was enormous. This was probably the result of attrition tactics for much of 

the war and being the targets of sustained artillery attacks. The 7% rate of officer fatalities seems 

low but that may be a reflection of a relative lack of frontline officers from the Geraldton district. 

Any DVA patients in hospital who need a visitor or some help please ring Gillian Sharp 
on 0439 956 244. 
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BRANCHES OF SERVICE           Infantry – 82%, Light horse – 4%, Engineers – 6%, other branches – 

8%  

In light of the above, there are no surprises here, with the PBI bearing the brunt of the casualties. 

Artillery casualties were all from the field artillery, which were the smaller guns stationed near the 

front lines. 2 men died while in depot battalions in Australia. One airman died in 1919 in the flu 

epidemic.  

CAUSES OF DEATH  KIA – 72%, Died of wounds – 20%, Died of illness (incl. post-war) – 

6%, other causes – 1% 

A staggering number of soldiers were killed in action, which is another testament to the ferocity of 

the battles and the deadliness of the weapons used. Fatalities from illness were remarkably low 

compared to earlier conflicts. This can be largely attributed to a convergence of better medical 

techniques and services and the static nature of the war. This led to the establishment of a vast 

infrastructure behind the lines that could deal with cases of illness quickly and effectively. Transport 

to the UK for hospitalisation was also relatively rapid. 

COUNTRIES OF BURIAL  Belgium – 23%, France – 54%, Gallipoli (Turkey) – 15%, Other (incl. 

Australia) – 9% 

These figures reflect where the majority of our war dead served.  

BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS WITH MOST DEATHS 

Gallipoli     1915 – 18%  Somme            1916 – 29% 

Various offensives Belgium   1917 – 16%  Offensives France 1918 – 8% 

Note - These battles and campaigns account for a rounded percentage of 71% of all deaths. 

Gallipoli accounts for a significant proportion of fatalities, even surpassing those in the sustained and 

bloody battles of 1917.  I cannot account for these but it may relate to a possibly higher number of 

locally raised units having their full or near full complement. By 1917, many units were in a depleted 

state so while overall numbers were high, casualties from any one Australian geographical area may 

have been lower.  

The Gallipoli fatalities spiked in the early battles of May and again in the August offensive. The 1916 

figure is concentrated from July to September, at the early and bloodiest part of the sustained 

Somme battles. This included Fromelles, Pozières and Mouquet Farm.  In 1917 two spikes occurred, 

one from May to July and then from September and especially October. The first coincides with the 

battles of Second Bullecourt and Messines. The latter one is part of the series of battles fought in 

Belgium at places such as Ypres, Polygon Wood and Passchendaele.  The casualties from 1918 reflect 

losses sustained from defending against the German Spring Offensive in April and then increasing 

from July to September during the Allied counter-offensives, which triggered the retreat of the 

German army from the Western Front. 

Notes to numbers: 
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So far, the Museum has accepted 177 names to be recorded as Geraldton district fallen. This figure 

incorporates those soldiers recorded on the sub-branch’s Honour Roll (minus those who were 

wrongly listed) and those who were found by the diligent research of Trudi Cornish of the Geraldton 

Regional Library. We have not accepted all of Trudi’s findings due to one reason or the other so our 

total varies from that found at the World War One Memorial at Olive Street, Mahomet’s Flats.  

I’ve used rounding in calculating the percentages so 3 of the above sets of figures do not add up to 

100% but are within 1%. Consequently, I’ve not adjusted them further.  

Mark Gilligan – Birdwood Military Museum 

 

Geraldton Legacy Group 
We are not dead yet - that's the main message. Several people around 

Geraldton seem to think that Legacy have folded up shop locally. It's not 

true – most of the members have been here since the 80's & like the 'A 

team' are still going strong. In fact we have a new member – Mr Jeff Clar. 

Jeff has been a Legacy member since the 80's in VIC. He & his wife Marg, 

moved to Geraldton in late 2019 and joined Geraldton legacy branch early 

this year. Welcome aboard Jeff & Marg. 

Legacy finished a job in Dongara before Christmas for Mrs Marian Clements. Mrs Clements had a 

large area of shade cloth and pergolla that needed repairing. Geraldton Legatee Brian Millett & his 

son Rodney did a great job repairing the structure, which has allowed her access to her garden 

again. Many thanks to Rob Poynton Builders who donated most of the materials required. 

Late last year, Geraldton Legatee Ross Macarthur presented Mr Geoff Wood, President of the Rotary 

club of Geraldton / Greenough, with a certificate of appreciation from Legacy Western Australia. 

This was for the incredible effort they have sustained over the past 30 years. Raising over $150,000 

for Legacy with their annual Anzac Day Golf Tournament and auction. 

As a parting shot: Geraldton Legacy are looking for some RSL members who can ride a motorbike to 

assist us in selling badges on the 17 April 20. Please call me during office hours if you can assist. 

Cheers  

Dave Dunn – President Mob  0467 484 982 

 

Sub-Branch Secretaries /Publicity Officers 

If your sub-branch is holding a commemoration service or celebrating an event, holding a 

social function or has a story to tell, you are welcome to publicise it in the Birdwood Bugle. 

Just email the notice/story to Bugle editor, Ken Morris at kennethmorris@bigpond.com and 

I will do my best to fit it in. If no access to email, mail it to me at PO Box 1243 Geraldton WA 

6531. I would love to hear from you.     -Ed 

Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it 

mailto:kennethmorris@bigpond.com
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Who was William Eno? 
  

William Phelps Eno (June 1858 – Dec 1945) was an 

American businessman responsible for many of the 

earliest innovations in road safety and traffic control. 

He is sometimes known as the "Father of traffic 

safety", despite never having learned to drive a car 

himself. 

  

Among the innovations credited to Eno are the stop 

sign, the pedestrian crossing, the round-about, the 

one-way street, the taxi stand, and pedestrian safety 

islands. His round-about plan was first used at Columbus Circle, New York City, in 1905, 

then at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris in 1907, at Piccadilly Circus in London in 1926 and the 

Rond Point on the Champs-Élysées in 1927. 

  

Though cars were rare until Eno was an older man, horse-drawn carriages were already 

causing significant traffic problems in urban areas like Eno's home town of New York City. In 

1867, at the age of 9, he and his mother were caught in a traffic jam. He later wrote, "That 

very first traffic jam (many years before the motor car came into use) will always remain in 

my memory. There were only about a dozen horses and carriages involved, and all that was 

needed was a little order to keep the traffic moving. Yet nobody knew exactly what to do; 

neither the drivers nor the police knew anything about the control of traffic."  

  

The regulation of street traffic was unknown in New York up to the year 1900 and although 

the number of carriages, cars, delivery wagons, trucks and other vehicles was much smaller 

than it is today, blockades were frequent throughout the city. Often the greater part of a day 

was consumed in transporting merchandise from one point to another, especially in the 

downtown shopping districts, while charges were proportionate to the time consumed. 

Quarrels between police, truckmen and cabbies were common and it was only by resort to 

the "night stick" that in many instances blockades could be cleared away. There was no 

bureau of street traffic, no traffic squad and not one officer employed on the street to keep 

vehicles moving. 

  

These conditions provoked much complaint and criticism in private and in public, but nothing 

was done to correct them until William Phelps Eno, a public-spirited citizen who spent his 

winters in Washington, undertook to secure a change. He asserted that to accomplish 

anything worthwhile three things were necessary: 

 We must have concise, simple and just rules, easily understood, obeyed and 
enforced under legal enactment. 

 These rules must be so placed and circulated that there can be no excuse for not 
knowing them. 

 The police must be empowered and ordered to enforce them, and men should be 
trained for that purpose. 

In 1900, Eno wrote a piece on traffic safety entitled Reform in Our Street Traffic Urgently 

Needed. In 1903, he wrote a city traffic code for New York, the first such code in the world, 

and subsequently designed traffic plans for New York, London, and Paris. Early in the 
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1900’s, Eno proposed the first version of today's roundabouts which he termed "the rotary or 

gyratory traffic system". 

 In his 1920 book, Eno recalled that "in 1903, the New York Police Department asked that a 

plan be suggested for Columbus Circle where accidents were occurring almost daily. It was 

advised that vehicles should keep to the right, going around the circle in one direction 

instead of two. In 1905, the plan was put in operation. In 1907, the system was put in 

operation at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, but whether due to the suggestion sent them from 

New York or not is not clear”. His 1909 book, Street Traffic Regulation, contains a diagram of 

the Columbus Circle rotary. 

  

Eno also introduced one-way streets, as recalled in The Science of Highway Traffic 

Regulation 1899-1920.  One-Way Traffic was put in force in a few streets in New York in the 

spring of 1908; in Boston in the autumn of the same year; in Paris in 1909, where it has 

since been greatly extended and in Buenos Aires in 1910. Now used world-wide. 

  

He also invented the STOP sign, which originally was 

a yellow sign with black writing but was later changed 

to a red sign with white letters. It has 8 sides which 

makes it easier for drivers coming from the opposite 

direction to recognise the sign from the back. 

  

Today, in Australia, there are “millions” of all too confusing signs regulating traffic, some vary 

from State to State. 

 

- From RAAF School of Radio magazine and used here with kind permission of the editor. 

 

Volunteer Bar Staff.  
 

RSA and Bar Manager Training courses are available; costs will be 

refunded by RSL on completion of 6 month’s volunteer service. 

 

Volunteers typically do one shift per week. 

 

If you think you can help, please call Bar Manager Paul Nevill 0427 418 
003 for more information. 
 

Any members holding a current RSA qualification and prepared to help out on ANZAC Day would 

be greatly appreciated. Please contact Paul 0427 418 003 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

As you may have noticed on the front cover, some Friday night BBQ 

arrangements have changed. Our kitchen volunteers Dianne McColl, Irene 

Buckingham and Coleen Etherton have decided to offer some variation from the 

regular BBQ meat trays and plan to serve some ready cooked meals. Themed 

meals and BBQ packs will all now be $10.00 as supply costs have increased 

substantially. Also please note date changes in April to fit around Easter and ANZAC Day 

eve.  
All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand. 

https://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol68/
mailto:westobypaul@gmail.com
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The missing man formation. 
 There are few distinctive and common 

traditions which have proved constant or 
enduring in most air forces. Among those that 
the RAAF observes, none is more emotive than 
the use of the Missing Man Formation at a 
Service funeral. During a fly-over at the church 
or graveside, either the formation contains a 
gap where one aircraft is conspicuously missing 
or an aircraft in the formation abruptly pulls up 
during the flypast and climbs steeply away 
while the rest continue in level flight. The 
gesture is intended as more than a respectful 
farewell, for which a simple flypast would 
suffice; it is a personal tribute to the person who 
has passed away or fallen in combat – an 
expression that he/she will be sorely missed.  
  

The Missing Man Formation is, first and 
foremost, a custom that is specific to airmen 

and air forces but when is the use of such a formation appropriate and what are the conventions 
associated with its conduct? 

  

The historical origins of the practice are quite obscure. Claims are often made that it began during 
World War I, when units returning from an operation routinely formed up on arrival over their home 
airfield to allow observers on the ground to see at a glance what the day’s losses had been. If this 
was a recognised and common practice, personal accounts by airmen of that war are strangely 
reticent about mentioning it. Another popular myth seems to be that the formation was first flown by 
the Royal Air Force as a mark of respect for the fallen German ace, Manfred von Richthofen – the 
famous “Red Baron”. If true, Australian sources would have been ideally placed to record the fact, 
since the funeral of this enemy airman was conducted by No 3 Squadron of the Australian Flying 
Corps at Bertangles, France, on 22 April 1918. Remarkably, not a single account mentions the use of 
the Missing Man Formation, nor indeed any flypast at all. 

  

What is certain is that, after World War I, flypasts and aerobatic displays by aircraft from the armed 
services became increasingly common during ceremonial occasions and prominent public events. 
Flypasts at funerals, however, largely remained an informal and private arrangement within the 
military air services. The first officially recorded Missing Man Formation was flown in Britain in January 
1936, during the funeral service of King George V – an honour rendered appropriate by the monarch’s 
rank as a Marshal of the RAF. In the United States, the first Missing Man Formation appears to have 
been flown at the funeral of Major General Oscar Westover, chief of the US Army Air Corps, in 
September 1938. When General Hoyt Vandenberg died in April 1954, he became the first senior 
officer of the USAF to be honoured with a Missing Man Formation flypast at Arlington National 
Cemetery, involving six B-47 Stratojets in a V-formation with the second position on the right vacant.  

  

What these instances demonstrated is that, far from being reserved exclusively for airmen at unit 
level, the Missing Man Formation has been regularly accorded to senior ranking officers. Further 
blurring the picture is the fact that ‘missing man’ flights have taken on a wide appeal, so that they are 
no longer the sole preserve of air forces at all. Especially in the United States, private associations 
and groups also perform Missing Man Formations at funerals of prominent members of the 
community, not just veterans and during other commemorative occasions. Law enforcement agencies 
often conduct flypasts at the funerals of policemen killed in the line of duty, while commercial aviation 
companies also fly tributes at the funeral services of deceased pilots. This widening of application has 
produced some further refinement of the standard Missing Man Formation, as in the variant where the 
flight approaches from the south, preferably near sundown, and one of the aircraft suddenly peels off 
to the west and flies into the sunset. The trend towards non-exclusivity with aerial salutes has also 
been evident in Australia, to the extent that when the pioneering female aviator Nancy Bird Walton 
died in January 2009, a Qantas A380 flew over St Andrews Cathedral at the commencement of her 
state funeral service in Sydney. 
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Within the RAAF, practice of the Missing Man 
Formation has largely followed the traditions 
established by the RAF. A large-scale flypast 
marked the funeral in 1980 of Sir Richard 
Williams, regarded as the “Father of the 
RAAF”, involving four separate groups of 
RAAF aircraft – without, so far as is known, 
there being any empty gaps in the formations. 
At the funeral just four years later of the 
RAAF’s first four-star officer, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Frederick Scherger, a ‘missing 
man’ was flown by five RAAF Macchis. 

  

While the Air Force’s most senior and 
distinguished officers have frequently been 
accorded the ‘missing man’ honour in 
Australia, the same tribute has also been paid 
by individual RAAF units, particularly fighter 
squadrons, to their past and present 
members. After Wing Commander Ross Fox, 
Commanding Officer of No 75 Squadron, was 
killed in an aircraft accident at Tindal in 1990, 
a Missing Man Formation was flown by the squadron at his funeral service in Brisbane and in 2006, 
Wing Commander (‘Bobby’) Gibbes and Wing Commander Richard (‘Dick’) Cresswell, two of 
Australia’s most accomplished fighter pilots, were both accorded the honour on their passing away. 
Serving members of the units that these renowned airmen had once led in combat—No 3 and No 77 
Squadron, respectively— flew the ‘missing man’ in F/A-18 Hornets.  

  

Although the Missing Man Formation is an aerial salute that works best as an informal tribute by 
airmen to ‘one of their own’, history demonstrates that the custom has never been confined solely to 
airmen nor initiated only at unit level. While use at the close personal level of airmen farewelling a 
respected and cherished colleague is probably closest to the original intention of the gesture, certain 
historical precedents exist for the Missing Man Formation – in all its variants – to be used for departed 
senior and prominent figures, even without an Air Force background. 

 

- From RAAF School of Radio magazine and used here with kind permission of the editor. 

 

Editor’s note. 

Not a lot has been happening at Geraldton RSL since the busy time before Christmas; the annual 
dinner, Poppy Day, Remembrance Day, Pilgrimage to the War Cemetery, Kids’ Christmas Tree etc. 
kept us all pretty busy. Consequently there is a lot less material to report and I’ve been looking for 
items of interest elsewhere. I always welcome interesting articles for the Bugle so if you run across 
something you think might be of broad interest, not necessarily military, please send it to me and I’ll 
file it until I have a space I need to fill in the Bugle. I’ll endeavour to get copyright permission to 
republish it.  
In this edition of the Bugle I’ve copied several items from a magazine I proof read for the editor, the 
RAAF Radio School Association Magazine (RAM).  I hope they are of interest. If not, please send me 
material that is! 
 
If you are reading the electronic version of the Birdwood Bugle, click here to take a look at the RAM                          
–Ed. 
 

 
Whoever said that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and 

expecting different results has obviously never had to reboot a computer. 

has obviously never had to reboot a computer. 

https://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol68/
https://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol67/index.htm
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Membership. 
At the General meeting at the RSL recently, I reported the number of all categories of membership 

and the number of those who are financial. It was disappointing. 

Full membership on our books is 193 members, however only 116 of those are financial. These 

figures go back to about 2015. Affiliate numbers from 2016 are 82 on the books, with only 22 

financial. 

Social members for similar years total 95 members, of whom 10 are financial. 

Full (service) membership is controlled by RSLWA in Perth, they send out renewal notices and they 

can be renewed either directly to Perth or via our office. 

Affiliate members are recorded in Perth, however we send out renewal notices and it is paid locally, I 

advise Perth of renewals of these members and forward $5 for each renewal, so we retain $15 per 

Affiliate member per year. 

Social members are the sole responsibility of our sub- branch and aren’t recorded or receive 

payment in Perth. For social members we charge $15 which we retain. 

Service members, the $40 that they pay goes to Perth, and we are refunded $15 per member.  

So that means for every financial member at the RSL in Geraldton we receive $15 per year towards 

our running costs. 

The renewals are due on 1st January of each year and that is when they need to be paid. 

As from this year, Affiliates not financial for the second year will be taken off our current list and put 

on the “unfinancial members” file with Social members who are unfinancial for a similar period. 

Once on that file, they are removed from our mailing list for the Bugle and all other correspondence 

that financial members receive. 

To enable us to keep costs down we ask members for their email address on the application forms. If 

not given, they may not receive notices. 

If you want to be on the email list and haven’t been getting the Bugle or other notices on your email, 

forward it to me. I may have it however many people write it down longhand not clearly and I may 

have misinterpreted it, hence not getting it into the system. So it is up to you to give me the correct 

address, preferably by email so there is no mistaking it. 

When you come to the RSL, it is an honour system that all people attending socially are financial. 

Don’t misplace that trust. 

If you aren’t sure of your membership, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Michael Marsh Membership Officer 0458 806 311 mikemarsh@bigpond.com    (home), otherwise 

use the RSL email address  info@geraldtonrsl.org.au 

Mike Marsh 

When one door closes and another door opens, you're probably in a prison. 

mailto:mikemarsh@bigpond.com
mailto:info@geraldtonrsl.org.au
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Vale    Q116322   Mr. Giulio Imerito      24/03/1919 =7/02/2020 

Mr. Giulio Imerito, a centenarian WW2 veteran 
member of Geraldton RSL, passed away at 
Nazareth House on 7th February 
 
Giulio was a very generous donor to our sub-branch, 
donating the $10,000 which funded the interior repair, 
repainting and wainscoting of Birdwood House main hall 
walls a few years ago. 
 
His funeral mass was conducted at the Nazareth House 
Chapel at 12.45 pm on Thursday 13th February, 
followed by a 2:00 pm interment in the Catholic section 
of Utakarra Cemetery. RSL members attended and the 
Ode of Remembrance was recited by President Barry 
Stinson 
 
Giulio was the younger son of Candido and Rosa 

Imerito.  Disillusioned with the fascist regime in Italy, 

Giulio’s father came to Australia in 1924 and found work 

on a cane farm in Queensland.  Sometime later, Giulio 

along with his mother and older brother Carlo (or 

Charlie as he was known ) also sailed to Australia aboard the SS Caprera arriving in Brisbane 8th December 

1929. 

Giulio’s father purchased a share in a cane farm near Babinda where the family lived and worked on the farm. 

Times were hard, eventually causing their farming partners to pack up and leave, but the Imerito family stayed 

on and worked hard to make a go of it. During the war years it was a difficult time for farming. Giulio and his 

brother were called up for military service and joined the Army in 1942. There was no labour available to work 

the farm and it went downhill. However, after the war Giulio and his brother returned, and through hard work, 

managed to bring the farm back to full production. 

In January 1949 Giulio returned to Italy for a holiday and to finalise some business for his father. It was then he 

met a young tailoress - Teresa Colla. They were married on the 17
th

 September 1949 and then returned to 

Australia.  

In 1961 the family cane farm was sold, Teresa and Giulio moved to W.A. where Giulio’s brother had a business 

cleaning fuel drums for the oil companies in Fremantle. Giulio set up a branch of the drum cleaning business in 

Geraldton. Like farming, this also was very hard work, lifting and stacking fuel drums. Giulio would often finish 

the working week with a quiet drink with fuel company managers at the Geraldton Yacht Club. He managed 

and operated the business until selling it in 1979. In retirement, Giulio was a keen fisherman and part owner of 

the pleasure craft “Penzance”. This allowed him and a few mates to enjoy fishing trips to the Abrolhos Islands. 

He was also a keen lawn bowler and gardener, always producing a nice crop of veggies and fruit. He was an 

active member of Geraldton RSL and very proud of his service in the Australian Army.         

- RIP Giulio. 

Sub-Branch members R56512 Mr Ian Ingram and R85141 Mrs Mary Ingram of Kalbarri were killed in a traffic 

accident at Sandy Gully on 14th February.    

R.I.P. Ian and Mary. 
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ANZAC Day 25th April 2020 
Dawn Service:  Marchers assemble at McDonalds Restaurant car park at 5.30 am. 

Main Service; Marchers assemble on grassed area adjacent to Dome Restaurant at 10.20 am. 

Consult onsite whiteboard for marching order. Parade Commander is WO Mike Prestedge. 

Further details will be emailed to members nearer the day, and placed on the RSL website 
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